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Formal registration of children’s groups

Any group that includes children who are under 8 years old and that meets regularly for more than two hours in any one day, e.g. a youth group, and for more than fourteen days a year, e.g. a holiday club, must register their group with OFSTED.  Please contact the local branch of OFSTED for advice.  Registration includes standards for workers as well as premises, and tries to ensure that children do not come into contact with unsuitable people who may also be using the premises.  A registration fee is payable annually, and inspections are made.

For other groups that include children who are under 8 years old and meet for more than two hours in any one day but for less than fourteen days a year (e.g. a holiday club) there is  a requirement to request an exemption from Ofsted at least 14 days before the group or activity is due to start.   
An exemption registration form is available to download from the Ofsted website at 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/Ofsted-home/Forms-and-guidance/Browse-all-by/Other/General/Exemption-notification-form
Many church groups will not need to be registered; nevertheless, it is advisable to adhere to the standards as closely as possible.  These are set out below.

