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GUIDELINES FOR TAKING YOUNG PEOPLE AWAY

No child under the age of 8 can be taken away on residential activities without its parent or guardian.

INFORMATION TO PARENTS
It is important that parents should have full information before giving consent. This should include:-

· Aims and objectives of the event or activity

· Date of the event and its duration

· Details of venue including arrangements for accommodation and supervision

· Travel arrangements

· Name of group leader and contact numbers

· Information about financial, medical and insurance arrangements

PARENTAL CONSENT
Each child or young person under the age of 18 (unless they are over 16 and living away from home or married) must have the written consent of parent or guardian, this gives authority to the person named as responsible for the activity to take the young person away and to act "as a careful parent would". It does not transfer "parental responsibility".

INSURANCE
Make sure that insurance is adequate for the activities planned, especially any hazardous activities.

ACCOMMODATION

Boys and girls must have separate sleeping and washing facilities which are private to them. Mixed groups must have adults of both sexes involved. Adults should have separate accommodation but in close proximity to the young people.

Any other arrangements e.g. "Sleep-overs", "Lock-ins", "All-night" events should be carefully explained to parents beforehand and their consent sought to the arrangements.

SUPERVISION
Ratios of helpers to young people should be strictly followed.

For over 8's there must be at least 1 helper for the first 8 children and then 1 helper for every additional 12 children. 

Every group must be led by at least two adults. 

When physical activities are planned staffing levels should be increased accordingly.

Adults should avoid being alone with children or young people.

Parents should be informed beforehand if it is intended to allow groups of young people to go off unsupervised - e.g. for shopping.

RECRUITMENT OF VOLUNTEERS TO TAKE CHILDREN AWAY
All volunteer helpers must sign or have signed the Confidential Declaration form regarding Criminal Convictions and other behaviour and have a CRB disclosure at the enhanced level. They should agree to follow the Code of Conduct.

SUPPORT OF HELPERS

All volunteer helpers should be clear about their responsibilities e.g. In charge of the money, First Aider and they should know who to go to if they have a concern about a child or have any other worries.

PREMISES
Insurance, First Aid kit and Fire precautions should be checked.

TRANSPORT
See guidance on transporting children

PERMISSION FOR THE EVENT

A detailed description of the event should be presented to the Church Council so that permission may be given and the event covered by the parish insurance. If there are to be any potentially hazardous activities undertaken this description must include an assessment of the risks involved.

