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Guidelines for transporting children by private car

· Children and young people should not be taken out with transport without the prior consent of the parents

· Unless the PCC makes a specific exception, all those who drive children on church organised activities should be over 25 years of age and should have held a full driving licence for over two years

· All cars that carry children should be comprehensively insured.  The insured person should make sure that their insurance covers the giving of lifts during church activities

· All cars that carry children should be clean and in a road worthy condition

· All children must wear suitable seat belts.  If there are no seat belts children should not be carried.  Children under 135cms in height must have the appropriate car seat or booster seat

· At no time should the number of children in a car exceed the usual passenger number

· If a child is known to have a disability or special need, consideration should be given whether to have a non-driving adult in the car.  This adult should sit in the back, behind the driver, with the child in the seat beside him or her

· Any driver who has an endorsement of 6 points or more on their licence should inform the Parish Child Protection Co-ordinator

· Any driver who has an "unspent" conviction for a drink driving offence or for Dangerous Driving or Racing on the Highway should not transport children.

· If in an emergency a driver has to transport one child on his or her own, the child must sit in the back of the car.  Please record every unexpected lift

To ensure that these guidelines are adhered to it would be appropriate to get a signed undertaking, covering the above issues, from those people who are prepared to transport children in their cars.

Accessibility
If any of the group uses a wheelchair, the event leader must ensure that transport used has appropriate access and securing facilities.  It may be appropriate to use portable ramps.  Further information can be obtained from: Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR).

Use of own minibus

Some parishes use their own minibuses for short frequent journeys and sometimes for longer trips.  Minibuses have a maximum capacity of 16 seated passengers plus the driver.  They must comply with the various regulations about construction and fittings.  A forward facing seat belt must be provided for each child.  An escort must always be taken in the minibus.

All drivers of minibuses (9-16 passenger seats) are required to hold a valid driving license showing either Group A on an old style UK license or Category B and D or D1 on a new EC style license issued in any EU Country.

Drivers who passed the car test (Category B) after 1 January 1997 and who wish to drive a minibus are required to take a further statutory driving test for vehicles in Category D or D1.  However, certain drivers who passed the car test (Category B) after 1 January 1997 are permitted to drive a vehicle in Category D1 (minibuses) without the need for a further test so long as the following conditions are met: 

· A full driving license has been held for at least two years

· The driver is aged 21 years or over

· The driver receives no payment (or any other consideration) other than out of pocket expenses (i.e. they are a volunteer)

· The vehicle is driven for social purposes only

· There is no trailer attached

· The maximum authorised mass (mam) of the vehicle does not exceed 3.5 tonnes, or if fitted with specialised equipment used for disabled passengers, does not exceed 4.25 tonnes. 

Minibus maintenance

Pre-use inspections

Prior to each driver using the vehicle for the first time, on each day of operation, the vehicle should be inspected to ensure that all obvious safety critical items are in a satisfactory condition, and in full working order.  A report book should be completed after each daily inspection and where appropriate, repairs initiated before the minibus is driven.

Nil-defect reporting

Drivers must have the provision to formally report, in writing, any defect that has occurred with the vehicle on each individual journey.  A competent person must be assigned to receive and act upon these reports.

Vehicle maintenance

Your minibus must be regularly inspected and maintained by professional vehicle technicians.  A planned maintenance schedule should be drawn up with a contractor.

Hiring Vehicles
The event leader is responsible for ensuring that coaches and buses are hired from a reputable company.  Professional operators of buses and coaches are legally required to be licensed.  The event leaders must ensure that the operators have the appropriate public service vehicle (PSV) operators’ licence.

When booking transport, the event leader should ensure that seat belts are available for children and young people.  All minibuses and coaches which carry groups of 3 or more children aged between 3 and 16 years inclusive must be fitted with a seat belt for each child.  The seats must face forward and seat restraints must comply with legal requirements.

Further information can be obtained from:

Department of Transport

Great Minster House

76 Marsham Street

London

SW1P 4DR
Law on seat belts – from RoSPA

	
	Front Seat
	Rear Seat
	Who is responsible

	Driver
	Seat belt MUST be worn if available
	
	Driver

	Child up to 3 years
	Correct child restraint MUST be used
	Correct child restraint MUST be used.  If one is not available in a taxi, then the child may travel unrestrained
	Driver

	Child from 3rd birthday up to either 135cms or 12 years old
	Correct child restraint MUST be used
	Where seat belts fitted, correct child restraint MUST be used.  MUST use adult belt if the correct child restraint is not available in three scenarios:

· In a licensed taxi/PHV

· Over a short distance for reason of unexpected necessity

· Two occupied child restraints prevent fitment of a third.

In addition, a child 3 and over may travel unrestrained in the rear seat of a vehicle if seat belts are not available
	Driver

	Child over 

135cms or 12 to 13 years old
	Seat belt MUST be worn if available
	Seat belt MUST be worn if available
	Driver

	Adult passengers (i.e. 14 years and over)
	Seat beat MUST be worn if available
	Seat belt MUST be worn if available
	Passenger


(See www.childcarseats.org.uk for more information about suitable restraints).

