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Guidelines for holiday clubs and missions

These are situations when there are likely to be extra helpers for part or all of the activity:

· Plan the activity carefully.  If in the course of one year several events for under 8 year olds, extend over more than 2 hours for more than 14 days there is a requirement for the activity to be registered with OFSTED

· Ensure that all the usual health and safety recommendations are in place

· Make sure there are enough helpers for all the activities

· If there are many new helpers divide them into teams ensuring that there is an experienced, properly appointed leader responsible for each team.   Every helper should go through the proper recruitment process.

· If using volunteers from other churches make sure they have complied with that church's child protection procedures and have been safely recruited

· Give all helpers a copy of the pocket guide for workers with children “Keeping Children and Young People Safe in Church” (see separate document)

· Ask the children's parents to fill in a consent form to cover all the activities

Sometimes an outside organisation is used for a youth event, or a mission.  It is the responsibility of the Church Council to ensure that the organisation is bone fide, has its own child protection procedures and is properly accountable.  Contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser or Diocesan Youth Adviser for information or advice (see Appendix 13 for a form to use in these circumstances).

