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From Our Web Site – Under Training/Good Practice
Ofsted requirements for Holiday Clubs and activities with under 8's

THE CHURCHES' LEGISLATION Advisory Service (www.clas.org.uk) has drawn attention to changes in an exemption clause regarding Ofsted registration that has particular relevance for Holiday Clubs.  Exemption may now be claimed by:  Those who care for children aged under eight from particular premises for 14 days or less in any year and who notify Ofsted in writing at least 14 days before starting the provision.
So the number of days on which childcare can be provided for under 8's in a Holiday Club setting (two hours or under) has risen from 6 to 14 days.  BUT in order to be exempt from registration, the childcare provider (church etc.) MUST notify Ofsted in writing at least 14 days BEFORE the activity starts.

The Ofsted form to register your exemption available to download.

Parental Consent Form for Off Site Activity

A year's worth of activities needs to be agreed with the PCC and then minuted, in order to make sure Parish Guard Insurance covers it.  In terms of parental consent, it is primarily needed if the activity is going to take place away from the main church/centre where the group regularly meets and or travel is involved.  A parental consent form would need to be completed for each individual activity taking place that requires travel and is "off site" (e.g. bowling, cinema, skating, etc.)

Parental Consent form available to download.

Extract from Child Protection Guidelines

Under Section Y17. Guidelines for holiday clubs and missions

These are situations when there are likely to be extra helpers for part or all of the activity:

· Plan the activity carefully.  If in the course of one year several events for under 8 year olds, extend over more than 2 hours for more than 14 days there is a requirement for the activity to be registered with OFSTED

· Ensure that all the usual health and safety recommendations are in place

· Make sure there are enough helpers for all the activities

· If there are many new helpers divide them into teams ensuring that there is an experienced, properly appointed leader responsible for each team.   Every helper should go through the proper recruitment process.

· If using volunteers from other churches make sure they have complied with that church's child protection procedures and have been safely recruited

· Give all helpers a copy of the pocket guide for workers with children “Keeping Children and Young People Safe in Church” (see separate document)

· Ask the children's parents to fill in a consent form to cover all the activities

Sometimes an outside organisation is used for a youth event, or a mission.  It is the responsibility of the Church Council to ensure that the organisation is bone fide, has its own child protection procedures and is properly accountable.  Contact the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser or Diocesan Youth Adviser for information or advice (see Appendix 13 for a form to use in these circumstances).

