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Insurance advice – taken from Diocesan Safeguarding Policy

The PCC should make sure that they have adequate insurance, including Public Liability Insurance to cover all their activities both on and off site.  The Council should also make sure that the policy includes Legal Protection Insurance to cover legal costs resulting from allegations made against its employees or volunteers.

The Ecclesiastical Insurance Group has issued a document on child protection which states - "Ecclesiastical considers that the implementation of the House of Bishops’ Policy document by all church organisations is essential for the maintenance of liability insurance in relation to the issues it addresses".  The insurance company also expects that good practice as laid down by the Diocese will be followed as closely as possible.

The Church’s insurance company must be notified of any allegations of abuse which are likely to affect the insurance held by the parish.  They should be notified once a referral has been accepted by the Children’s Services.  A copy of such notification should be sent to both the Archdeacon and the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser.  Advice should be sought about the insurance position and any steps needed to be taken to safeguard it.  The Claims Manager will also need to be kept in touch with developments.  This notification should be directed to:

The Managing Director

Ecclesiastical Insurance Group

Beaufort House

Brunswick Road

Gloucester  GL1 1JZ

It should be marked Strictly Private and Confidential.  Failure to notify the insurers could prejudice the cover under the insurance policy.

Parishes insured by other companies should follow a similar procedure.

Any person accused of abuse where they have the benefit of insurance should also inform their insurance company.

