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Premises and other health and safety advice

· Meeting places should be warm, well lit and well ventilated.  They should be kept clean and free of clutter.  Electric sockets should be covered

· Toilets and hand basins should be easily available.  Hygienic drying facilities should be provided

· There should be enough space available for the intended activity

· If food is regularly prepared for children on the premises, the facilities will need to be checked by the Environmental Health Officer and a "Food Handling and Hygiene Certificate" acquired.  Children's packed lunches should be kept refrigerated.  Drinks should always be available. NB: YES regularly run Food Handling and Hygiene courses in the Diocese. For further Information check the YES website at www.yesonthenet.org.uk/training/goodpractice/   

· Groups must have access to a phone in order to call for help if necessary

· Adults should be aware of the fire procedures.  Fire extinguishers should be regularly checked and smoke detectors fitted throughout the premises.  A fire drill should be carried out regularly

· No smoking should be permitted in the areas where there are children

· Alcohol and illegal drugs must not be used by those having children and young people in their care or at a time that could affect their care (see the drug and alcohol guidance in this document).

· Unaccompanied children and young people should not walk to or from your premises along dark or badly lit paths

· Workers should be encouraged to attend first aid training.  A list of first aiders in the parish should be compiled and kept available.  All accidents must be recorded in the accident book. see www.sja.org.uk for advice about first aid courses.  It is recommended that the ‘emergency and basic first aid’ course is attended by children’s workers. NB: YES also run first aid courses with the help of St John’s Ambulance. For further Information check the YES website at www.yesonthenet.org.uk/training/goodpractice/   

· The PCC should be responsible for an annual safety audit of the premises.

