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A safe environment for children’s activities

There is a wide range of activities where children and young people may be involved in Church.  These include regular or one of events, usually indoors such as youth groups, junior church and charity events, non-residential day trips and outings and residential events  such as holidays, camps  retreats and pilgrimages.

In all cases one person should be designated as a leader for the activity and take overall responsibility for planning, supervision and conduct.  This responsibility should include undertaking a risk assessment for the activity.

The leader should ensure that all other adults involved have been properly recruited and establish with them an agreed way of working.  When activities take place during church services the parents of the children will usually be close by, so written consent is not needed.

When activities take place on church premises outside of service times or in premises separate from the main body of the church, parents must sign a registration form setting out the arrangements for the activity and for the safe collection or return home of the children at the end of the activity.  Additional parental consent will be required for any outings or holidays not specified in the registration form.

A register should be kept of meetings, the children/young people and adults present and a brief record of the activities undertaken.  A sample report form is included. 

An incident report form should be completed within 24 hours of an accident or incident.

NB: An accident is defined as “An unplanned, unforeseen, unexpected and unintended event, which results in injury to people or damage to property.”  An incident is more general and is an event that has an undesirable consequence be it involving physical impact or a “near miss."  A sample incident report form is included.

