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Sleeping on church premises

Churches sometimes arrange sleepovers for children or church premises may be used during pilgrimages or missions for example.  The guidance for taking children away must be followed as closely as possible.

The venue must be suitable, have a kitchen available and washing facilities.  There must be separate sleeping toilet and washing facilities for adults and young people.  When part of the activity is for young people to remain together separate sleeping areas should be organised for girls and boys.  Likewise separate washing and toileting should be provided or different times for washing arranged so that there is some privacy.

Enough adults should be present, at least two, male and female, to ensure adequate supervision.  Young people under the age of 18 must not be left alone overnight.  Depending on the event it may be necessary to ensure a rota of awake adults during the night or at least until all the youngsters have settled down.  All leaders and helpers must be (CRB) checked before they can help at a sleepover.

Great care must be taken to ensure the safety of the young people from the risk of fire:

· The external entrance to the building must be kept clear in case of access for emergency services

· The passageways/corridors should be kept clear

· There should be two separate routes out from the sleeping accommodation

· All exit routes should be clearly marked

· It must be possible to open all final exit doors without a key

· Prohibit the use of naked flames, candles and smoking

· All internal doors should be kept closed at night to prevent the spread of smoke or fire

· Portable fires should be placed in safe positions and turned off at night

· All adults should have access to a torch and a telephone

· A list of those present should be hung up near the main exit door.  Everyone should know where outside to assemble and a roll call completed

· Anyone discovering a fire should raise the alarm by shouting FIRE
· The fire service should be called to all fires.  Use the 999 facility

· Adults should know where to locate fire fighting equipment and how it is operated.  This equipment should only be used if safe to do so

· Leaders and young people should have a short fire drill and information on arrival.

