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Staffing levels

The minimum required staffing levels for children’s groups are given below. More help will be required if children are being taken out or undertaking physical activities.

0-2 years - 1leader/helper for every 3 children 1:3

2-3 years - 1leader/helper for every 4 children 1:4

3-8 years - 1leader/helper for every 8 children 1:8

Over 8 years - 1leader/helper for the first 8 children and then one extra leader/helper for every extra 12 children.

Each group should have at least 2 adults and it is recommended that a gender

balance is maintained.

· If groups are in the same room, or adjoining rooms with doors open, one person per group is allowed

· Young people between 14-18 may help with groups but should be supervised by an adult helper who will be responsible for ensuring that good practice and the child protection procedures are followed.  Young people of this age will not be counted as adults in calculating staffing levels

· Adults asked to help on a very occasional basis may be seen as visitors but must be responsible to an appointed worker.  If they become part of a regular rota once a month or more they should become part of the team and be properly appointed using the recruitment procedure in this document.

