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What is abuse and neglect?

Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child.  Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm.  Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting; by those known to them or, more rarely, by a stranger.  They may be abused by an adult or adults or another child or children.  Faith communities need to be especially aware of mixed age activities where adults have the opportunity to build up a relationship with a child in an informal and less supervised situation.

Spiritual harm

Child abuse occurs in all cultures, religions and classes.  Within faith communities, harm can be caused by the inappropriate use of religious belief or practice.  This can include; the misuse of the authority of leadership or penitential discipline, oppressive teaching, or obtrusive healing and deliverance ministries, any of which may result in children experiencing physical, emotional or sexual harm.  If such inappropriate behaviour becomes harmful it should be referred for investigation in the usual way.  Careful teaching, supervision and mentoring of those entrusted with the pastoral care of children should help to prevent harm occurring in this way.  Other forms of spiritual harm include the denial to children of the right to faith or the opportunity to grow and develop within their own faith community.
Physical abuse

Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating, or otherwise causing physical harm to a child.  Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces illness in a child.

Emotional Abuse

Emotional abuse is the persistent emotional ill treatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development.  It may involve conveying to children that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person.  It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children.  These may include interactions that are beyond the child’s developmental capability, as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child participating in normal social interaction.  It may involve seeing or hearing the ill treatment of another.  It may involve serious bullying causing children to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children.  Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of ill treatment of a child, though it may occur alone.

Sexual Abuse

Sexual abuse involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, including prostitution, whether or not the child is aware of what is happening.  The activities may involve physical contact, including penetrative (e.g. rape, buggery or oral sex) or non-penetrative acts.  They may include non-contact activities, such as involving children in looking at, or in the production of, sexual online images, watching sexual activities, or encouraging children to behave in sexually inappropriate ways.
Neglect

Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development.  Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of maternal substance abuse.  Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer failing to provide adequate food and clothing, shelter including exclusion from home or abandonment, failing to protect a child from physical and emotional harm or danger, failure to ensure adequate supervision including the use of inadequate caretakers, or the failure to ensure access to appropriate medical care or treatment.  It may also include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s basic emotional needs.
Common signs and symptoms of child abuse

It is recommended that workers attend training events provided by their local Social Care Services or by the Diocesan Safeguarding Adviser.  This summary gives a brief outline of some of the signs and symptoms you may see which are causes of concern:

Physical abusetc "Physical abuse\: "
The first evidence of abuse may not be an obvious severe injury.

Bruisestc "Bruises"
· In or around the mouth

· Fingertip bruising on arms, chest or face indicating tight gripping or shaking

· Bruises of different colours indicating injuries of different ages

· Two simultaneous black eyes without bruising to the forehead

· Bruising showing the marks of a belt or implement or a hand print

· Bruising or tears around the earlobes

· Bruising to the head or soft tissue areas of the body.

Bitestc "Bites"
· Human bite marks are oval or crescent shaped and can leave a clear impression of teeth.

Burns and scaldstc "Burns and scalds"
· Burns with a clear outline are suspicious

· Circular burns from cigarettes

· Linear burns from hot metal rods or electric elements

· Burns of a uniform depth over a large area

· Friction burns from being pulled across a floor

· Scalds producing a water line from immersion or pouring of hot liquid

· Splash marks around the main burn area caused by hot liquid being thrown

· Old scars indicating previous burns.

Fracturestc "Fractures"
· Any fracture on a child under 1 year old is suspicious

· Any skull fracture in the first 3 years is suspicious.

Female circumcisiontc "Female circumcision"
· This is illegal except for health reasons.

Neglect tc "Neglect\: "
Often difficult to identify, neglect leads to the physical and emotional harm of a child.  The signs and symptoms include:

· Failure of a parent to provide adequate food, clothes, warmth, hygiene, medical care or supervision

· Failure of a child to grow within the normally expected pattern, they may show pallor, weight loss and signs of poor nutrition

· Failure of parents to provide adequate love and affection in a stimulating environment, a child may look listless, apathetic or unresponsive with no apparent medical cause

· A child may be observed thriving when away from the home environment.

Emotional abusetc "Emotional abuse\: "
Emotional abuse can also be difficult to identify.  It is the result of ill treatment in the form of coldness, hostility and rejection; constant denigration or seriously distorted emotional demands; extreme inconsistency of parenting.  Some of the signs and symptoms are as follows:

· Low self-esteem

· Apathy

· Being fearful and withdrawn or displaying “ frozen watchfulness”

· Unduly aggressive behaviour

· Excessive clinging or attention seeking behaviour

· Constantly seeking to please

· Over-readiness to relate to anyone, even strangers.

Sexual abuse tc "Sexual abuse\: "
Sexual abuse can be suspected based on physical signs, the child’s behaviour or following a direct statement by the child.  It is often investigated because of a combination of these signs.

Physical signs tc "Physical signs "
These will normally be identified by a medical practitioner.  Others can be more generally observed:

· Recurrent abdominal pain

· Unexplained pregnancy

· Difficulty walking and sitting

· Faecal soiling or retention

· Recurrent urinary tract infections.

Behavioural signs tc "Behavioural signs "
· Knowledge unusual for the age of the child

· Sexually provocative relationships with adults

· Sexualised play with other children

· Hints of sexual activity through play, drawing or conversation

· Requests for contraception advice

· Lack of trust or marked fear of familiar adults

· Sudden onset of soiling or wetting

· Severe sleep disturbance

· Change of eating habits

· Social isolation and withdrawal

· Role reversal in the home e.g. a daughter taking over the mothering role

· Inappropriate displays of physical contact between adult and child

· Learning difficulties, poor concentration

· Inability to make friends

· Using school as a haven, arriving early and reluctant to leave

· Reluctance to take part in physical activity

· Truancy, running away from home

· Self harm, mutilation or suicide attempts

· Dependence on drugs or alcohol

· Anti-social behaviour including promiscuity and prostitution.

Organised abuse tc "Organised abuse\: "
Organised abuse refers to any abusive practice which is planned or exercised by two or more offenders, or where more than one child is abused by the same person.  This type of abuse does occur and needs very careful investigation.  Good communication between everyone involved is essential.  This type of abuse can include the production and dissemination of child abuse images by various methods including the Internet.

Duties of the Local Authority

The Children Act 1989 puts a duty on the Local Authority:

· To take reasonable steps to prevent children suffering ill treatment or neglect

· To share information about any child within the area who is likely to suffer harm

· To investigate where there is reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm
· To safeguard and promote the welfare of children who are in need and their families by the provision of services.

Recognition of suspected or actual child abuse is the responsibility not only of the statutory agencies - Police, Children’s Services, Health Services, Education etc, but also the community.

Definition of significant harm

The Children Act 1989 introduced the concept of significant harm as the threshold that justifies compulsory intervention in family life in the best interest of children.  The Local Authority is under a duty to make enquiries, or cause enquiries to be made, where it has reasonable cause to suspect that a child is suffering, or likely to suffer significant harm (S47).  A court may only make a court order (committing the child to the care of the Local Authority) or a supervision order (putting the child under the supervision of a social worker or probation officer) in respect of a child if it is satisfied that:

· The child is suffering, or is likely to suffer, significant harm

· That the harm or likelihood of harm is attributable to a lack of adequate parental care or control (S31).

There are no absolute criteria on which to rely when judging what constitutes significant harm.  Consideration of the severity of ill treatment may include the degree and extent of physical harm, the duration and frequency of abuse and neglect, and the extent of premeditation, degree of threat and coercion, sadism, and bizarre or unusual elements in child sexual abuse.  Each of these elements has been associated with more severe effects on the child, and/or relatively greater difficulty in helping the child overcome the adverse impact of ill treatment.  Sometimes a single traumatic event may constitute significant harm, e.g. a violent assault, suffocation or poisoning.  More often, significant harm is a compilation of significant events, both acute and longstanding, which interrupt, change or damage the child’s physical and psychological development.  Some children live in family and social circumstances where their health and development are neglected.  For them, it is the corrosiveness of long term emotional, physical or sexual abuse that causes impairment to the extent of constituting significant harm.  In each case, it is necessary to consider any ill treatment alongside the family’s strengths and supports.

